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productivity. See id. at 9:31-11:3 (Examples 2-3). Similarly, enhanced yddG gene expression
“improved tryptophan productivity of E. coli strain SV164. See id. at 12:47-14:28 (Example 5).
The asserted claim of the *655 patent (claim 20) recites:
20. A method for producing an aromatic L-amino acid, which

comprises cultivating the bacterium according to any one of claims
9-12, 13, 14, 15-18, or 19.2

2 Claims 9 and 15 are independent and claims 10-14 and 16-20 depend thereon, respectively.
Independent claims 9 and 15 recite:

9. A recombinant Escherichia coli bacterium, which has the
ability to accumulate aromatic L-amino acid in a medium, wherein
the aromatic L-amino acid production by said bacterium is
enhanced by enhancing activity of a protein in a cell of said
bacterium beyond the levels observed in a wild-type of said
bacterium, and in which said protein consists of the amino acid
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2 and said protein has the activity to make
the bacterium resistant to L-phenylalanine, fluoro-phenylalanine or
5-fluoro-DL-tryptophan, wherein the activity of the protein is
enhanced by transformation of the bacterium with a DNA encoding
the protein to express the protein in the bacterium, by replacing the
native promoter which precedes the DNA on the chromosome of the
bacterium with a more potent promoter, or by introduction of
multiple copies of the DNA encoding said protein into the
chromosome of said bacterium to express the protein in said
bacterium.

15. A recombinant Escherichia coli bacterium, which has the
ability to accumulate aromatic L-amino acid in a medium, wherein
the aromatic L-amino acid production by said bacterium is
enhanced by enhancing activity of a protein in a cell of said
bacterium beyond the levels observed in a wild-type of said
bacterium, and in which said protein is encoded by the nucleotide
sequence which hybridizes with the complement of the nucleotide
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 under stringent conditions comprising
60° C., 1xSSC, 0.1% SDS and said protein has the activity to make
the bacterium resistant to L-phenylalanine, fluoro-phenylalanine or
5-fluoro-DL-tryptophan, wherein the activity of the protein is
. enhanced by transformation of the bacterium with a DNA encoding . __ .
the protein to express the protein in the bacterium, by replacing the
native promoter which precedes the DNA on the chromosome of the
bacterium with a more potent promoter, or by introduction of
multiple copies of the DNA encoding said protein into the
chromosome of said bacterium to express the protein in said
bacterium.
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